Today, Ekpa'palek's blog is read in 116 countries, and the videos on our YouTube channel have been viewed more than 68,000 times in total. Some of our mentees are now studying or doing internships at top universities in the United States, Canada, Mexico and Brazil, among others.
The 174 students and young professionals who have so far participated have asked for help on tasks such as improving their CV, finding opportunities abroad, choosing a speciality, becoming internationally competitive and -inevitably -how to improve their English. We have had students who are eager to learn about careers not taught in some Latin American countries (Peru and Guatemala, for example, do not seem to offer any masters degrees in astrophysics). Some have sought advice on which countries are most welcoming to gay people, or how to deal with rape trauma. (Latin America is particularly prone to violence against women and people from sexual and gender minorities.) Mentoring programmes should be designed to help students not only with professional development, but also with their self-confidence, emotional intelligence and personal issues. We also know there are more students in the developing world than we can reach. There are programmes, including AuthorAID and Cientificos.pe, that help young people who are already engaged in a career as scientists in Latin America. There are fewer that help students to learn which opportunities are available, and give guidance on how to access them. I have been unable to find any university or government department in Latin America with a solid mentorship programme.
Many universities globally host excellent mentorship programmes; Latin American universities should, too. Governments could alter curricula at national universities to include more soft skills. Organizations such as the United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization could emphasize mentoring programmes for professional development in the developing world.
Virtual mentorship programmes such as Ekpa'palek can help to attenuate the brain drain that many Latin American countries face, by bringing back knowledge and connections, if not people. So can Serendipity, another organization created by scientists, which offers virtual mentorship for science, technology, engineering and mathemathics students in Peru.
But these are not enough, especially when both rely entirely on crowdfunding and voluntary work. More programmes -both virtual and institutional -are needed to unlock the vast talent and potential of Latin American students. ■ WORLD VIEWA personal take on events
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